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of all kinds of animals which they find for their
subsistence renders them somewhat indifferent to
fish. However, when they take a fancy to have
some, they enter a canoe with their bows and
arrows; they stand up that they may better discover
the fish, and as soon as they see one they pierce it
with an arrow.

Among the Illinois the only way of acquiring pub-
lic esteem and regard is, as among other Savages, to
gain the reputation of a skillful hunter, and, still
further, of a good warrior; it is chiefly in this latter
that they make their merit consist, and it is this
which they call being truly a man. They are so
eager for this glory that we see them undertake
journeys of four hundred leagues through the midst
of forests in order to capture a slave, or to take off
the scalp of a man whom they have killed. They
count as nothing the hardships and the long fasting
that they must undergo, especially when they are
drawing near the country of the enemy; for then
they no longer dare to hunt, for fear that the
animals, being only wounded, may escape with the
arrow in the body, and warn their enemy to put
himself in a posture of defense. For their manner
of making war, as among all the Savages, is to sur-
prise their enemies; therefore they send out scouts
to observe the number and movements of the enemy,
and to see if they are on their guard. According to
the report that is brought to them, they either lie in
ambush, or make a foray on the cabins, war-club in
hand; and they are sure to kill some of their foes
before the latter can even think of defending
themselves.

The war-club is made of a deer’s horn or of wood,



